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this a reflection on all Muslims in the 
Army? Absolutely not. We have those 
in the Muslim faith loyally serving in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Many speak 
Farsi and help our troops in combat. 
But it is a reflection on one person who 
radicalized. 

There were warning signs, and inter-
ventions should have occurred much 
earlier. It’s a reflection on the Army’s 
ability to be decisive and take care of 
business, take care of a threat when 
they see it. They missed the obvious. 
The question is: Is this continuing to 
happen in the military? Are they going 
to continue to ignore the obvious? 
Hasan had murdered 14 people, includ-
ing a pregnant soldier and her unborn 
child. She was sent back home from 
Iraq out of the war zone to have her 
baby. 

Mr. Speaker, when it gets to the 
point where political correctness puts 
the lives of our troops in danger on 
American soil at their home base, it’s 
well past time to stop playing prepos-
terous PC games. 

By the way, Mr. Speaker, do you 
know what the military officially calls 
terrorists? We don’t use that term 
‘‘terrorist’’ anymore. They are offi-
cially called alien unlawful belliger-
ents. Now, isn’t that lovely. We can’t 
call them terrorist or killers or crimi-
nals because that might hurt their feel-
ings. 

The American military, the FBI, and 
the media must deal with the facts and 
the truth without trying to mislead 
the American public. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SMART POWER CAN SUCCEED 
WHERE MILITARY POWER ALONE 
HAS FAILED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
week on Veterans Day the American 
people paid tribute to the heroic men 
and women who have and are serving in 
our military. Fortunately, most vet-
erans return home safe and sound. 
They devote themselves to their fami-
lies. They become leaders in their com-
munities. I know many veterans in my 
district. They are among the most re-
spected and beloved neighbors. But too 
many veterans, Mr. Speaker, never get 
the chance to resume their lives. They 
die in battle or they return home with 
terrible wounds that will never heal. 
Their loving families feel scars of war, 
too—especially the children. 

Today, American soldiers continue to 
face danger in Afghanistan and in Iraq. 
Nearly 5,300 have already died in those 
two conflicts. About 35,000 have been 
wounded. And when the wounded re-
turn home, they often face many chal-
lenges. 

According to a study by the Harvard 
Medical School, over 130,000 veterans 
are homeless. Over 2,200 veterans died 
last year because they didn’t have 

health insurance. And, Mr. Speaker, 
many veterans are out of work in this 
recession. 

This Congress and President Obama 
and his administration recognize these 
problems and we made some good 
progress in addressing them. This 
House has passed new legislation that 
helps veterans. We have passed a 
strong health insurance reform bill 
that will help veterans. In addition, 
General Shinseki, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, has promised an all-out 
effort to end veterans’ homelessness. 
He has also launched a new effort to 
strengthen housing, education, employ-
ment, and medical care opportunities 
for our veterans. 

We need to do all of this, Mr. Speak-
er, and we need to do more. But I have 
always believed that the best way to 
serve our veterans is to do everything 
we can to keep them out of harm’s way 
in the first place. That means sending 
our troops to war only as a last resort, 
when we have explored every other al-
ternative. 

In Afghanistan, we haven’t met that 
test. We have relied almost exclusively 
on the military solution for over 8 long 
years. And we see where that’s gotten 
us—absolutely nowhere. 

Mr. Speaker, we have learned that 
there is no military solution to Af-
ghanistan, and we’ve learned that les-
son the hard way. We have learned it 
through the number of dead and 
wounded. That’s why I urge President 
Obama to say ‘‘no’’ to sending more 
troops to Afghanistan. Our troops have 
already been stretched to the limit by 
repeated deployments. Their families 
have already suffered enough on the 
homefront. Escalating the war will 
only help the violent extremists in Af-
ghanistan to recruit more violent ex-
tremists to attack our troops. 

Instead of pursuing the same failed 
strategy of the past, I have called for a 
new strategy that relies on all the ef-
fective tools of smart security. These 
tools include diplomacy, humanitarian 
aid, economic development, education, 
civil affairs, and better intelligence 
and police work to search out and cap-
ture extremists. At least 80 percent of 
all further funding for Afghanistan 
should be devoted to these smart power 
efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, the casualty figures are 
growing in Afghanistan. We owe it to 
our courageous troops to protect their 
lives before we have another Iraq on 
our hands. Smart security must be 
used because it can get us a lot farther 
in Afghanistan, much further than 
military power alone. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s change our strat-
egy before it’s too late. Let’s bring our 
troops home. Let’s bring them home 
safe, sound, and successful. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

ASTRONAUT ROBERT SATCHER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Yesterday, as 
STS–129 lifted off, there was a very 
definite glint of pride in my eyes and 
spring in my step because one of the 
astronauts on board was Mission Spe-
cialist Robert Satcher, doctor, chem-
ical engineer, and native of Oak Park, 
Illinois, and the Seventh Congressional 
District. 

Dr. Satcher is the second astronaut 
to hail from Oak Park on the western 
border of Chicago. Any community to 
boast of such a record of producing as-
tronauts deserves a second look, but 
for a community with just over 50,000 
residents to accumulate such a record, 
something must be going on that is 
very right. But, of course, in the end, it 
is up to the individual to determine 
what to do with the circumstances of 
their lives. 

Dr. Robert Satcher has done some 
amazing things with his life. An ortho-
pedic surgeon who practices at North-
western Memorial and Children’s Me-
morial hospitals, teaches at North-
western University Medical School, 
does research at the Lurie Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center of Northwestern 
and the Institute for Bioengineering 
and Nanotechnology in Advanced Medi-
cine at Northwestern, Dr. Satcher is a 
nephew of former U.S. Surgeon General 
David Satcher. He is married to Dr. 
D’Juanna Satcher, and they have a 
daughter, Daija. 

Dr. Satcher was a Schweitzer Fellow 
at the Albert Schweitzer Hospital in 
Lambarene, Gabon, completed numer-
ous medical missions for outreach care 
to underserved areas in Nicaragua, 
Venezuela, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, and 
Gabon. He held internships at DuPont 
in the Textile Fibers Research Group 
and the Polymer Products Division. 

Growing up, he was a National Merit 
Scholar and received the Monsanto 
Award and the Albert G. Hill Award 
from MIT, fellowships from both the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and 
the UNCF/Merck Research Foundation, 
and is a member of the Tau Beta Pi En-
gineering Honor Society. He is a Lead-
ership Fellow of the American Acad-
emy of Orthopedic Surgeons, ABC Fel-
low of the American Orthopedic Asso-
ciation, Bloomberg Leadership Fellow, 
and has completed 12 research grants 
and has 15 peer-review publications and 
over 25 presentations at national and 
international research meetings. 

He has been active in the Big Brother 
for Youth at Risk Counseling Program; 
Department of Corrections, San Fran-
cisco, California; a tutor for the Black 
Student Union tutorial program at 
MIT; the National Society of Black En-
gineers; the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineering; a supervising 
adult for Cub Scout Camp for Boys in 
Nashville, Tennessee; and he is a lay 
Episcopal minister with primary re-
sponsibility for visiting the sick and 
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